DETAILS ABOUT THE PREM NAGAR UNIT OF
JBF INFORMAL SCHOOL:
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Place: At a Park at Prem Nagar (Tyagraj Nagar), Near Kotla Mubarakpur, New Delhi – 110 003.

Started on 11th January 2004.
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School Type: Informal Education for the unprivileged children like slum dwellers and rag pickers focusing on their health hygiene and overall physical, mental and socio cultural development.

Timing: 9hrs to 11.30hrs every Sunday followed by a meal. 

Teachers: Mr. Sachin, Mrs. Sandhya & Mr. Prabhakar.

Meal: Indian foods like Chappati/Rice, Dal/Vegetable and Salad

Student’s attendance: Average 22 children per day in the year 2006 – 2007
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Beneficiaries: Majority of the children attending the school are from the nearby slums located along a dirty drain. Their fathers are either rickshaw pullers or cycle mechanics or small vendors etc and their mothers either look after their children or part time maid. Their incomes are very low and cannot afford to pay the fees in a formal school. Moreover they consider their children as source of earning & going to school is wastage of time. 

Brief description:
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This unit was started on January 11 2004, in a park at Prem Nagar, Kotla Mubarakpur, New Delhi. This was an informal class held for the children who either have not been to school or didn’t get a chance.  We started it on every Sunday only, as we thought, the day will be convenient for the working children who collects waste materials such as plastic, cardboard, rags etc. for recycling. These children work around different areas of Delhi, bringing their collected goods back to the tents and plastic sheets that they call home. 

Every Sunday the school starts in the park and the children sits on the cardboard/plastic that are taken from a nearby dealer. Mr. Sachin looks after overall school activities starting from calling the children from their home, arranging the class, controlling the children during school hour, managing the meal etc. Mrs. Sandhya teaches the children of upper age group. Mr. Prabhakar takes care of the children of lower age group.
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The lessons are the combination of academic maters such as learning the numbers and letters, cultural subjects such as story telling, songs and dance, and social maters such as discussions on how the children might avoid involving with crime, drugs etc. Moreover the lesson focused on their health hygiene and overall physical and mental development and how to love animal, compassion for animal and bond between animal & human is also taken care. 
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However, always the highlight of the day for the children always remains food.  A simple meal of Chapati or Rice with mixed vegetable curry proves to be the most relishing and awaited event of the day! For many of the children, this is the first food of the day that serves at around 11.00 am because many of the children reach the school straight away from bed.

Still we are bound to run this unit in open air in a public park, as there is no space nearby that we can take on rent. The major problem is that the children don’t want to move in to a long distance, which is forcing, us to take the class in a park near to their residence. 

EVENTS at JBF INFORMAL SCHOOL - PREM NAGAR UNIT in 2004-2005:

INAUGURATION DAY: 
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The first day of the school was a great experience for people associated with JBF. After a door-to-door campaign at Prem Nagar for 2-3 days when we reached there it was shocking for us that there was no one at the park. This is probably due to something new for the children. But fortunately we don’t have to wait for a long and the children started coming to the park and at one moment it was unexpected for all of us to see such a huge population. There was about 100 children gathered in the park and we were in a position to say “what to do now?” 
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But we managed to control the crowd and make a decision to identify the children who don’t go to school and who do. Moreover the age group also we have selected so that there is no overcrowding with young children who even can’t walk properly. After the selection procedure is over we decided to keep 65 children for the day. That day they had been provided with some colours, papers, pencils and drawing books and a lunch with Roti, vegetable and salad. At around 12.00hrs the 1st day of school was over.











     

HOLI CELEBRATION

On 6th March 2004, Sunday JBF Informal School Prem Nagar unit celebrated the Holi festival with much pomp and joy. All the students and the school staff gathered in the park and colour was thrown wishing and greeting each other. Dr. Sashanka, Dr. Smriti, & the rest JBF staff distributed sweets among the students.

EVENTS at JBF INFORMAL SCHOOL - PREM NAGAR UNIT in 2004-2005:

SPORTS DAY
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The JBF Informal School, Prem Nagar unit, organized sports event on 16th May 2004 in the honour of Mr. Jonny Krause, trustee of JBF(Scotland). Teachers organized events with the help of Dr. Sashanka & other JBF staff. Along with the sports, painting, quiz & some games competition were also held. There was a small cultural show also held along with this. At the end Mr. Jonny distributed prizes among the children. Prizes for student with best manner & for most regularly attending the school were also distributed. The event was concluded with vote of thanks along with distribution of sweets.  

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
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The JBF informal school, Prem Nagar unit celebrated the Independence Day. Dr. Sashanka hosted the flag. Mr. Jonny sent his best wishes to all the students & the staff. National Anthem was sung by the students and general quiz and drawing competition were held. The winners were awarded with shoes as their prize sent by Mr. Jonny. Dr. Sashanka & Dr. Smriti distributed cloths among the children. 

RAKSHA BANDHAN CELEBRATION

On 29thAugust 2004 the JBF informal school celebrated the Raksha Bandhan festival. All the girl students tied Rakhi to the boys students and in return boys gave them mala’s as their gift and at last sweets were distributed.

DIWALI CELEBRATION
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On 7th Nov. 2004 JBF informal school celebrated the Diwali festival at their Prem Nagar unit. The motive of celebration of this festival was explained by the teacher Mrs. Sandhya and also asked them not to burn crackers and its bad impacts that they are dangerous and create pollution in the environment were explained. The candles and sparkling were given to them followed by a photo session holding these candles. At last sweets were distributed along with their meal.        
CHRISTMAS DAY CELEBRATION:
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On 26th Dec 2004, JBF informal school celebrated the X-MAS day. The students sang Christmas song. Arjun, who was dressed like Santa cloze, danced along the song and distributed toffees among the student. 

NEW YEAR CELEBRATION:

The children welcomed the New Year 2005 with a small function at the school premises itself. Everyone wishes Happy New Year to each and sweets were distributed.

HOLI CELEBRATION:

On 20th March 2005, Sunday JBF informal school Prem Nagar unit celebrated the Holi festival with much enthusiasm and joy. All the students and the staff gathered in the park & Gulals were distributed among the students and also cloths sent by the Mr. Jonny. The students were very much happy and played with the colours. Dr. Sashanka and Dr. Smriti were also spent some times with the students and greeted them.

EVENTS AT JBF INFORMAL SCHOOLS - PREM NAGAR in 2005-2006:

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION:
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Independence Day was celebrated at Jawaharlal Nehru stadium, Viklang Basti unit of Informal School on 15th Aug, 2005. The children of Prem Nagar unit also joined the celebration with their teachers Sachin and Prabhakar. Teacher of the school delivered the Inaugural speech that includes the details why we celebrate the day. Dr. Smriti – Secretary, JBF WO, hosted the flag. After that everyone present sang the National Anthum.  Several dancing and singing programme were organised and the students of both the schools participated. Efforts of both the teachers Mrs. Sandhya and Mrs. Abha made the function successful one. Dr. Sashanka & Dr. Smriti distributed sweets and lunch packets among the student at the end of the function.
DUSHEHRA CELEBRATION:

Although the Dushehra was on 11th Oct’05, on 9th Oct’05, the students of JBF informal school Prem Nagar unit celebrated Dushehra festival at the school. It is due to holiday for the next two days. In the beginning the significance of the celebration of this festival was explained by the teacher Mrs. Sandhya. She then taught them to make the mask of Rawan. All the students were very eager to learn and enjoyed it. They prepared the mask themselves also. The students also played the Ram Lila game.
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